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Dear Community Member: 
 
We need your assistance. The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is overseeing the 
environmental investigation at the future location of the Sierra Sands Unified School District’s 
(SSUD’s) New Murray Middle School at the northwest corner of East Drummond Avenue and 
North French Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA. While SSUD conducts its analysis and environmental 
investigation, your feedback will help us engage in future outreach activities. One way your valuable 
information can help us is by completing the attached community survey.  
 
The 38-acre school site is located along the southern boundary of the Naval Air Weapons Station, 
China Lake. In the past was used for military base housing. Elevated levels of pesticides were found 
in shallow soil on the northern portion of the site, most likely from termite and ant control. The 
chemicals of concern are dieldrin and Aldrin. There is no immediate health risk to the public 
because the contaminated soil is covered and the property is restricted from public use. 
 
SSUSD entered into an agreement with the US Department of Defense to lease the property for a 
period of not less than 25 years for purposes of school construction and operation. At the same 
time, SSUSD is working with DTSC to prepare a long-term cleanup plan for the site to protect 
future students, faculty and staff. There will be another mailing about the cleanup plan in the future.  
 
DTSC is responsible for overseeing the investigation and ensuring any remedial actions are 
conducted in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations. Thank you for taking the time 
to fill out and return this community survey by August 14, 2015. The survey can be returned the 
following ways: 

 E-mail:  Marcia.Rubin@dtsc.ca.gov 

 Online:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/New_Murray_MS. 

 Fax:  (714) 484-5329 

 US Mail: Marcia Rubin, Public Participation Specialist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
5796 Corporate Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630-4732 
 

For questions about the environmental investigation or the enclosed community survey, please 
contact me at (714) 484-5338, or via e-mail at Marcia.Rubin@dtsc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Marcia Rubin 
Public Participation Specialist 
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